catch-phrases obscure his penetrating insight or confound his gr
of the essentials. He struggled long and hard to forge the div<
peoples of his subcontinent into a mighty nation. But foremosi
he was in the ranks of those who fought for independence, he '
also the first to perceive the inexorable logic of facts, and when
time came, to proclaim fearlessly that the people of British In
bound together though they were in their common subjection, \\
not one, but two nations, and that to relegate one hundred mil]
Muslims to the position of a perpetual political minority and to fc
the Hindu nation and the Muslim nation into a single unwie
state would be the negation of democracy and would create the gp
est single unstable area in the world. The great truth that he
tered was so startling in its simplicity that for a long time e
some of his close friends and companions found it stimulating,
strange. But the hundred million suppressed Muslims knew inst;
tively that what he said merely gave coherence and dynamism
their own hesitant inarticulate feelings. When on the i5th
August, 1947, our flag was unfurled in Karachi, a nation of eig
million people thanked God that the Quaid-i-Azam had lived to
his dream come true. And when he left us to rest in God, to wh
greater glory he had dedicated himself, we knew that he had
queathed to us a great destiny to fulfil. Wherever the flag of Ps
stan may fly, its capital shall always be that hallowed piece of ea
where he lies buried.
The three years that have elapsed brought with them many a t
that we expected and many others that we did not. The mass mij
tion that took place between our country and our neighbour, '<
caused much unhappiness to people on either side of the border, i
a great shock to our economy and a great strain on our adminis
tive machinery, which, it will be recalled, had had to be set
within a period of two months for a population of eighty million i
for a territory that was spread far and wide. But our experiem
whether grave or stimulating, only convinced us that the histc
decision that the Muslims of British India had taken, to work fc
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